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Nakamura - Reims, 1/2:1/2, 30 moves 

This game was played in the last round of the tournament. before that game Nakamura had secured the first place with mighty gap, whereas all the other places were unclear. The strongest player of Japan and the strongest USSR player at the moment (Reims) met in that final round. Everybody prepared to watch the big game. There were so many observers all around. It was clear that if Reims lost that game, he would get the 5th place and Japanese could get 4 top places again. Reims did not want the history to be repeated again. The battle in d9 opening began.
The moves that seemed so obvious for observers were not so easy at all. Reims was one of the experts of those d9 variants at that time, therefore it was almost impossible to trap him there. Reims made several forced moves, and according to Reims' comments after the game, if white had chosen another 26, 28 or 30 then white might lose the game. "I had prepared for this variant", said Reims. Nakamura, realizing that opponent had not made any mistakes at all, and further pushing was rather hopeless, did not think long and agreed to make a draw.
By this game, Reims took the 3rd place, after Hasegawa had lost to the countrymate Yamaguchi in the last round. It was really bad luck for Hasegawa. It is hard to imagine that being half point ahead of Reims before last round, Hasegawa could lose the 2nd place that seemed like a sure thing for everybody. Who could believe that Hasegawa would lose the game to Yamaguchi and Reims could survive against the great Nakamura?! The fighting spirit of Yamaguchi was the helper of Reims this time. 
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Hasegawa - Yamaguchi, 0:1, 36 moves 

This was the dramatic game that decided so many players' final places. In case of Hasegawa's win or draw, Hasegawa would be in the 2nd place, and in case of loss - the 5th place. Odds were all in favor of Hasegawa. He was tentative white having right to choose the color in opening, and after seeing i9 opening set by Yamaguchi, it seemed that Hasegawa's chances were coming close to 100%. But then everything changed. Hasegawa chose blacks naturally. For some reason he was very confused, and avoided playing the lower 5th move (5-i7) where in case of careful play it is impossible to lose. It is hard to imagine what kind of thoughts are in the master's head in such a crucial moment. Hasegawa decided to play the 5-j9, but without having sufficient preparation there.
Yamaguchi, a true fighter, concentrated on the defence plan and blocked the black attack easier than expected. Hasegawa, knowing that only loss could let Reims and Nara surpass him, must have been a heavy psychological burden for him. It likely explains why the black structures collapsed so fast and the game was over by the 36th move. A very emotional moment for many people at that time. Move 11-h6 would have been much better for black. Black win has practically been proven there. 
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Nakamura - Yamaguchi, 1:0, 39 moves 

Two best players of the tournament met already in the 2nd round. Yamaguchi got his second loss in a row, and was sharing the last place in the tournament at that moment. However, later on the great Yamaguchi showed that his losses did not mean anything and took 8 points from the next 9 rounds.
This game with Nakamura was a beautiful one. The opening i11 was played. Both players tried to leave the theoretical paths as soon as possible. That is why Nakamura did not force the main path with 7-j9, but gave white more chances to alter the game with more flexible 7-h6. Yamaguchi challenged that call, and played a new 12th move. A very brave idea, and it even looks like a good idea! He did not want to play the typical 12-i10. By the 18th move, it seemed to the observers of the game that white has already defended everything, but then Nakamura showed everybody why he is the best in the whole world! He pulled out the most powerful attack out of nowhere, increasing the force in areas where people did not even think black could do anything. Beautiful 19-h5 is good for many reasons - a defense move, to avoid white activity, and the active attack move at the same time, forcing white to defend from the inside. If 20-h4 then 21-i6 with simple win. Move 21-g4 that Nakamura made was so strong, too. The power was increasing fast, the only question was - will black have enough space to complete the attack? Nakamura was wise, and used good 25 and 27 to come out from the narrow space. Finally, the golden 39th move ended the game.
Black had another winning 39th, too, do you see it? 


