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Meritee - Nara, 0:1, 82 moves 

This game was played in the 6th round of the tournament. Nara who had been invincible in the beginning of the tournament had just got a loss from Mikhailov in the 5th round. That made many people watch the 6th round with big interest because there was a small chance that Europeans might catch up with Japanese leadership.
Meritee set the white stone to h9, expecting Nara to play to g6 that is the d12 opening. So it happened. The trouble was, altough Meritee knew that Nara might play that fancy 6th move (6-f9), he did not have good preparation for that. No theory books of the variant were available for him at that time. So, he played by his own intuition, spending most of the thinking time in first 20 moves of the game. Amazingly, all the moves until 17 were all correct. It seemed that Meritee had found the way to win without knowing the theory. But then, the strange things started to happen. For some reason he did not start the direct attack using a four to e6 which would have led to direct VCT win. He played 19-g4 instead. Very well, black could still win after the 20-e6, it simply needed 21-e4, 23-f4, 24-h4, 25-f2, 26-f3, 27-d4, 29-e3, etc, with a few more moves to winning 4x3. But he played 21-f4, and after 22-e4 all the hopes were gone. Such a pity.
It is not easy explain what happened, was it because of the pressure of time that was about to run out, or the pressure of the tournament situation and famous opponent - hard to say.
From move 27 black began the long and suffering defense play. Nara used the total attack all over the board. Everybody was sure Nara would win soon. However, it did not happen after the 40th move, not after 50th, not after 60th, 70th..
More people came to watch the game, wondering if white will win this game at all. But Nara, although he was in time trouble too by then, had enough confidence to bring the game to the victorious end by trapping the forbidden 4x4 just a few moves after his opponent had survived the terrible attack towards black's overline.
A very emotional game, indeed. Right after the game, Nara showed his surprise that his opponent had found out all correct beginning moves until 19th, and also quickly pointed out that black had a win from 21-e4, 23-f4.
After this game, nobody doubted that Hideki Nara will win this tournament since stopping him from now seemed improbable. 
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Karlsson - Meritee, 0:1, 76 moves 

This game was played in the first round of the tournament. It was kind of historical game for its beautiful ending - it is very rare in renju that black is trapped into 4x4x4x4 fork with most natural attack, without adding any four artificially. A very unique game indeed...
Nobody could expect such ending when the game began. It was quite a nervous moment for both players because none of them had participated in the A-final before.
Meritee set the i6 opening - a very popular opening during 1991-1993. In the past, white was often successful because of incomplete knowledge of black player in such sharp openings. Meritee took a risk and brought the i6 into the A-final games. Indeed, Stefan Karlsson was not expecting the i6 and he was not prepared for that. Move 11 was the first mistake. From that moment there was no chance for black to win this game anymore. Although black had failed to win, Karlsson still tried to keep the control and fill up the key points on board. It was done very well, except for some small weaknesses - the three in move 47 should not be played at all, and instead of 51-e2, black should have seeked more active possibilities, perhaps even make sure that white has no VCT below and simply make black move into upper side of the board.
The last mistake in game was move 57, after which the white had a direct win up to the move 76.
Stefan must have felt upset that he had failed to win as black in such challenging variant of i6, and to get "even" in that variant, he proved black win in that variant in the Tallinn International Tournament in the end of 1993, in his game with Meritee - ..., 11-f8, 12-f9, 13-h5, 14-i4, 15-f5, 16-e4, 17-e7!! It was a shocking loss for Meritee, and one had to re-arrange his tactics in i6 opening for future games.
In fact, black had two ways to win in that variant. One is to use the 7th move as Karlsson did, another way is to use 7-j7 which is sure win, too. To know more about 7-j7, please see the game Sagara - Soosõrv that was played in the A-final of this world championship. 
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Mikhailov - Nara, 1:0, 29 moves 

While everybody was convinced about Nara's power and strength, the Uzbekistan's renju star Nikolay Mikhailov proved everyone that he is not weaker than his opponent and showed that he can win the world top players without difficulties. It happened in the 5th round. It is really amazing how well Mikhailov developed that game. It began with equal d8 opening. At that time, d8 was considered to be the opening with little white advantage. Perhaps Hideki Nara was not ready to play the variant of the 9th move that Mikahilov used. The weak 14th move is the evidence of it. The proper 14th move would be 14-g5.
By the 18th move white had lost the tempo, and allowed black to develop a scary attack on the left side.
Mihailov used the black diagonals so effectively and brought the game to the fast win by the 29th move.
An excellent game! Mikhailov was really happy about that game, and he shared his comments on game to the people around. 
The loss in that game was a minor setback for Nara who still kept his confident leadership in the tournament, furthermore, increasing the gap from other players by winning against Meritee in the 6th round. 
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Kozhin - Nara, 0:1, 32 moves 

Kozhin is a strong player, but he could not focus well for his game against Nara.
Nara had set up a gambling opening of i3, with surely losing 4th move, but Kozhin did not follow the traditional theory of i3, but tried to direct the variant into the i12 opening where he might have had more recent memories from the tournaments in Russia.
However, Nara did not play passive 18-e8 which was a common defense style before, but he chose a sharp 18-f7 instead. Kozhin was not prepared for this, and played insecurely. Finally, he focused on the series of moves 25, 27, 29 which he thought might give him a good continuation in upper side with potential VCF threat point at g12. However, he missed Nara's tactics - Nara had prepared the cut for that potential VCF threat. Kozhin realized it by 32nd move and resigned. So, where is the cut? Here: If Kozhin had played 33-g12 or any other move in upper side that includes VCF threat, then the beautiful 34-i11 would cut the VCF threat and attack the overline, causing black to lose the tempo, which allows white to win the game with remaining materials below.
If Kozhin wanted to win by i3 theory, he should have used the moves 7-k8, 8-i8, 9-i10, 10-L7, 11-j7, and then regardless of whether white uses a four or not, black has its way to sure win. 


