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How difficult is it to become a world champion as a tournament organizer?
Indeed, it was quite difficult for me to divide my time and energy between two important activities – playing in the tournament and helping to organize it. Fortunately, the organizers team was quite big and effective; therefore I could concentrate on important games quite well. However, at the end of the tournament, I felt really exhausted. But the joy of winning the title and the joy of successful organizing was far more important at that moment.

Some of the sportsmen like Armstrong and Schumacher have been collecting the titles. How many World Champion titles are you going to get? 
Renju game is about 5 in a row. I may not be able to get 5 titles in a row, but getting 5 titles in total would be not bad either. I will try my best to win 1 more time. Probably I will be stronger after 2 years than today, because I will have more time for preparation next time and I will not be involved with any organizing matters, but it does not guarantee my victory – some of my opponents might get even stronger than that. If I play renju until 90 years old, that means I can theoretically participate in 30 more World Championships. ? The chances to get at least 1 more title are not so small, maybe. 

How do you evaluate the games of this championship in the scale of boring-exciting? How big was the creative part? Whom would you point out in that aspect?
I think the creative part has become really small, unfortunately. Several players did not try anything new during the whole tournament. That speaks of opening rules problem or about a tendency where the boring style can be quite effective in the aspect of score – the frequent sure-draw variants can help the player to collect nearly 50% of points even with less skill. Sushkov was traditionally quite creative. I like his style. Even though he takes unnecessary risks sometimes, he is usually successful in his decisions. Tord Andersson is creative too, because he simply doesn’t know the ordinary variants. ? My evaluation – the games were not as interesting as in previous championships, but there were still several great ones among them. 

It is quite clear that it is always possible to improve oneself by increasing the knowledge of theory and experience. Do you see any perspective to improve yourself as a player?
Yes, I can improve myself still. I can learn to be more flexible, to be more unpredictable, and to sharpen my play style, which has become too “positional” recently. It is not too good to master only one style deeply, but to be able to switch on other style when necessary. I guess my problem is that I do not take too many risks because I want to avoid losses. When the opening rules will change, I must start improving my theoretical base as well.

How good do you think are the chances of Estonian team in the coming Team World Championship?
If we play with our best players, then the chances to win the champion title will be a bit over 50%. Russia about 40% (with their best team). All the other countries together – about 10%. The reason is simple – the times when Estonia could offer resistance on 2 or 3 tables are now a history. Today we are already able to give full fight on all 4 tables, and that makes a huge difference in score. Estonia will most likely win the gold finally. Of course, if Nakamura should make comeback together with all the strongest Japanese, it might make the difference, too. But this is very unlikely to happen. 

What steps should RIF and the renju players make in order to make renju a recognized mind sport?
I think the progress has been quite good already. Sooner or later the game will have a great leap in popularity. We need good leaders among ourselves, with passion and energy, and love towards renju. Also, we need more teachers and more literature. And most of all, we need to bring this game to children and teach them. Only then the game can have strong roots in our society.

You will soon graduate the EBS University, what are your further plans?
As my major is international business administration, I have several ideas how to relate my knowledge with renju. One of the ideas is to open my own renju school in Asia. Some years ago it seemed like an impossible plan for me, but now, having learned a lot about how to create a new organization and manage it, I am sure it is doable. I have several other ideas as well, which are not related to renju. But these are not so interesting for readers, perhaps. Anyway I will be active in the world of renju. So don’t worry – I will not disappear.

