Interview with Andry Purk

By Ants Soosõrv, 2005


Please introduce yourself to RW readers, how old are you, what are you doing?
I am 17 years old and studying in the 12th form. In free time I like going out with my friends or playing with the computer.

Please talk about your earlier renju career, when did you start, what are your achievements? 
I think I played some go-moku tournaments already in 1995 or 1996, but then I stopped to play go-moku. In year 2000 I moved to the same building with famous renjuplayer Timo Ilu and I went with him to Kullo. My first ever renju tournament was the third Youth European Championship, played 8th-12th December 2001. I got 9th place there. After that I have played quite many tournaments and already 298 RIF rating games. Results from big tournaments: 5th in WC 2005 (3rd in blitz tournament), 4th in EC 2004 (3rd in blitz), 9th in Youth WC, 2nd in Youth EC. 

Before QT you said that you wanted to get to AT. You got there but it was not easy and your games were unstable. Why didn’t you find steadiness? What was your preparation like?
I didn`t have any special preparation. Before WC I even played less in internet than usually, but I think that Youth EC in Sürgavere was quite good preparation. Indeed in QT my games were very unconfident. I didn`t have any bad luck, conversely I was quite lucky. In all the 7 games the variants were very comfortable to me but still I managed to forget and mix the variants. After 6th round I even thought that I didn’t have any chance to get to AT, so I was quite depressed before 7th round ( it was the next day). Maybe the reason why I played insecurely was that the time control was quite short and I didn’t have time to rest and adjust myself before the tournament.

In AT you already played like a different person. How would you compare QT and AT from psychologic point? Do these tournaments need a different technical (theoretical) preparation? 
I personally played AT with more fun. Because all my aims were achieved after QT. The only thing what pushed me to play with big concentration was my personal ambitiousness and idea to get at least 7th place and with it a place for Estonia (and also a free trip to Karepa :P). I like that type of tournaments, where I am under pressure and I have to concentrate because otherwise something is rushing me and I`m too lazy to read variants to the end. I don`t think there must be special or different preparations but it would be useful to play safer variants than in QT because the time control is longer and players are much better and of course it is useful to study all Your opponents before the tournament. I didn`t do that because I didnt know before the QT that I can play in AT. The most important thing is not to be afraid of Your opponents and to know „new theories“.

Are you satisfied with your result in AT? Your games?
I am quite pleased with my result. The only thing that is disturbing me is that I set too modest aims before the tournament. My aim was 7th place but it should had been 1st place, then it had been a different tournament. But I cannot change anything that’s already done and I try not to think about that. Some games were quite good and some were not that good. In some games something was rushing me and I played some moves too fast. Behind that were my personality and tiredness.

Was playing at home a positive or negative factor?
I think it was quite good help because maybe if the WC had been in some other town, then maybe I had had more parties than in Tallinn. And of course it was nice to go home almost every day.

How would you assess the time control in AT. Was it good, too long or too short?
I think that the time control was quite reasonable because I didn`t have any time troubles. In the first day I played 2 games which both lasted approximately 5 hours. Time control shouldn’t be longer because every player wants to rest.

How do you evaluate the use of Fisher (extra time on every move) time control?
Usually I don`t like Fisher but in WC it is the best solution, because then it is very hard to win by time. 

Do you think that one day you could become the world champion? 
I think that the best chances to win WC were this year or will be in the next WC. It depends how seriously I will continue to play renju. Maybe my chances aren`t good but surely no-one should underestimate my chances.

Moderately said you play a lot of D11. Is it impossible to find something else to play with the current rules? 
Indeed! I think that D11 is the most balanced opening but still there are some more openings what are not so balanced than D11 but are more interesting. With current rules there are maybe 5-6 openings what are playable in my opinion.

You are a quite active player and know theory quite well. How much have you tried to find new solutions in openings?
I get most ideas from internet, from some tournament or from estonian players. Usually I dont analyse renju positions at home but after WC I had renju feeze and I analysed quite much and found some very good new moves. I will hope to win the Russian first league with the help of my home analyses, but it is very very hard.

How would you evaluate the chances of the Estonian team in TW 2006?
In my opinon the Estonian renjuteam is at the moment stronger than ever. So the chances are very good. I know that Russia is good too, but the team WC-2006 is played in Estonia and in my opinon it is very hard or almost impossible to win Estonia at home. 

Do you have or have had any idols in renju? From which players have you learned the most?
I haven`t had any idol, but in the EC-2002 I were very impressed by Alexander Klimashin`s playing style. Above all I have learned from my trainer Ants Soosõrv. Without him I wouldn`t be playing renju at all.

How seriously do you want to play renju in the future? How much would you be able to develop your playing style?
I haven`t thought about the future yet. Firstly I have to graduate school. I think the reserve is bigger than I can imagine. I think the biggest part where I can develop is variant reading.

What are your other hobbies?
My other hobbies are playing pool, playing with the computer (internet), listening to music, going out with friends and all other stuff like that.

