
Mark's Pente Opening Book 2/7/2000 
 
Opening Classification: 
 
The opening is primarily classified by the first three moves.  The first move is, of course,  to the 
center, then the second move is designated by a letter A-H depending on its position in the 
diagram below.  Then the third move is designated by a number in the diagram.  31=H, 32=E.  
(Many games will have to be rotated/flipped in order to match the diagram).  Some openings may 
still not match, but that is unusual.  Note:  the classification is not assigned until the FOURTH 
move has been made, and then, if it simplifies the opening to switch the second and fourth 
moves, that is done -- I designated openings A and C as the "simplest" . 
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The r number is a reference number. The s number is a score from 1-9.  5 is neutral, 4 is slight 
advantage for white, 1 is sure win for white, 6 is slight advantage for black, 9 is sure win for 
black.  Note:  I have only used 4,5,6 so far!  Some can be modified to more extremes.  The 
number in parentheses is an illustrative game of that opening.  Plain numbers are PBeM board 
numbers, a single letter preceding a number is a PBeM tournament game, cp games are from 
1983 Championship, po from Pente Online, ai from computer analysis.  The diagrams were made 
with Oleg Stepanov's Database program.  To add to the document, enter the position in the 
program, hit F1.  The file will be saved as pente.wmf.  Now it can be inserted into the document 
as a picture. (I reduce it to 65%)
 
This opening book is far from complete -- do not be limited by it.  There are more variations than 
there are openings here.  Do not trust my scoring, maybe you can find a way for the other side to 
win.  Also, if an opening position has a score of 6 - that does not mean that ALL of the moves in 
the diagram were good for black, maybe one of the white moves is a mistake and hence the good 
score for black. 
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E see B1a, F see B1c  
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r73 s4 (2000) 
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followed by.... 
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r282 s6 (po9) 
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If 4. L8, see C31 
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8=m6, 9=n8 
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see C31 
 
A9 

 
A see A1, G see C1a, H see C9f, I see C1k 
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r83 s4 (cp47) 
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r 7. K8 [r86] (2801) 
 
r52 s4 (968, cp79) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

J K L M N

J K L M N

1

7

5

3

4

6

2

 
 
r91 s4 (2698) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

J K L M N

J K L M N

7

1

5

3

4

2

6

 
 
A9c 
 
r114 s4 (2504, ai114) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

H J K L M N

H J K L M N

1

5 9 7

3

8

4 2

6

 
followed by... 
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A9d "Wallace opening" 
 
r286 s4 (h54) 
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if 6. L8, then 7. M7 [r240](3106,f31) 
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identical to r101 
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r5 s5 (cp66, 2632) 
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8=j11, 9=n8 
 
r9 s4 (3007) 
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r10 s5 (2531, 3827, ms3) 
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black can try 10. L12, L11, M12 
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r287 s4 (h73) 
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or 7. M11 [r258](g25) 
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r257 s4 (4994) 
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r140 s5 (2200) 
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r7 s4 (2423, 2118) 
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or without 10,11 = r142 (1568) 
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8=k9 followed by.... 
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B1 "Potential opening" 
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(C1a5) 

 
 

C1a1 "Hammer" 
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C1a3  (variant of the wedge) 
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C1a5  "The Wedge" 
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...commonly continues with exchange of 
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A different 12, still followed by 13. O12 
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A different 8, but still followed by 9. L13. 
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C1c  "Cross opening" 
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9. captures at N11 
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C1e  “Boston opening” 
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10 is K12. 
 
r184 s4 (4615) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

G H J K L M N O

G H J K L M N O

9

1 3

11

5

7

6 8 2

4

10

 



 
r185 s4 (4569, f13) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

1 3

5 9

7

6 2

4

8

 
 
r266 s4 (5056) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

G H J K L M N O

G H J K L M N O

9

1 3

5

7

6 2

4

8

 
 
r264 s6 (5054) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

G H J K L M N O

G H J K L M N O

11

1 3

9

5

7

12

6 10 2

4

8

 
 
r265 s5 (g61, g21, h45, ai265) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

1 3

11 5 9

7

6 2

4

10

8

 
12. is K9 
 
r41 s4 (g54, f38) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

12

11

10

9

8

7

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

1 3

9

5 7

2

4

6

8

 
 
r255 s4 (5023, 5059, h43) 

12

11

10

9

8

7

12

11

10

9

8

7

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

9

1 3

7

5

8 2

4

6

 
or 9. M10 [r15](h26) 
 
 
r256 s4 (ai256) 
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Followed by the exchange 8. O10,  9. L12 
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with the captures 8. O10, 9. L9. = r180 
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After 8. L10, 9. L9 is identical to r180 
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then: 
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r298 s4 (5148) 
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or 9. H11 [r300](5088) 
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C1g “Colbert’s variation”  
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r29 s5 (cp50) 
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r30 s5 (cp53) 
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C1h 
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r302 s4 (5167) 
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Or 7. M11 [r294](5067) 
 
C2 
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Next are the two captures K8 and J11. 
 
r105 s4 (3217) 
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r211 s5 
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C2b 
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and then... 
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9. Q10 (po42) 
 
r279 s6 (5113) 
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r305 s4 (5168) 
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May also insert 9. p10, 10. q10 [r200](f83) 
 
r202 s6  
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May also insert 9. p10, 10. q10 [r201](4736) 
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r204 s6 (4561) 
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C2c 

 
C2c1 
 
r113 s4 (3306, 3564) 
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C2c2 “Krenz attack” 
 
r130 s6 (4808) 
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C2c3 
 
r70 s4 (3309) 
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r104 s4 (f35) 
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C2c4  
 
r127 s4 (3206) 
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or 10. J12 [r102](3123, 3294) 
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C2c6 
 
r126 s5 (2942) 

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

J K L M N O P Q

J K L M N O P Q

9

1 3

5

7

8

2 10

6

4

 
 
C2d 
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followed with 
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C2e 
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C4 
If 4. J11 see C12 
 
r270 s4 (4975) 
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r216 s5 (303) 
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9. L12, 10. M6 
 
r230 s4 (3571) 
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C9b 
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C9c 
 
r219 s6 (g71, 3639) 
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8. K12 then.... 
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10. J10, 11. N10 
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C31 “Cooper’s opening” 
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=r34 C1a1 "Hammer" 
 
r62 s4 (cp121) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

13

12

11

10

9

8

J K L M N O

J K L M N O

3

7

1

5

6 2 4

8

 
then 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

3

9 7

1

5

11

4

8

10

 
 
r63 s5 (cp54, 2576) 

13

12

11

10

9

8

13

12

11

10

9

8

J K L M N O

J K L M N O

3

7

1

5

6 2 4

 
followed by... 

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

J K L M N O

J K L M N O

3

7

9

6 2 4

10

8

 
 
r318 s4 (po47) 



13

12

11

10

9

8

7

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

J K L M N O

J K L M N O

3

7

1

5

2 4

6

 
 
r319 s5 (5223) 

13

12

11

10

9

13

12

11

10

9

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

7 3

1 5

4 2

6

 
8. captures at M10 then 9. either J9 or N9 
 
r274 s6 (4447) 

13

12

11

10

9

13

12

11

10

9

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

3

1 5

4 2

6

 
 
C32 
 
r321 s5 (4951) 

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

J K L M N O P

J K L M N O P

7

5

3

1

4

6

2

8

 
 

r246 s6 (3730) 

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

H J K L M N O

H J K L M N O

7

5

3

1

8

4 2

6

 
 
r320 s4 (4936) 

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

H J K L M N O P Q

H J K L M N O P Q

5

9

3

1

7

8

4 2

6

 
 
r64 c6 (2466) 

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

G H J K L M N O

G H J K L M N O

5 3

1 11 9

7

6

4 2

12

8 10

 
 
D1  see C1 
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E1 See A9. 
E2 See C2. 
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F1 See C9. 
F2 See A10. 
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F17 “Dallas” 
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4. M10 = B2;  4. K12 = B10 
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4. M10 = B9;  4. K12 = B17 
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H1 “Allen’s opening” 
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r253 s6 (4738) 
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4. L10 or N10 = A2 
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See A17 
 
H25 
 
r275 s4 (g12) 
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see A9d 
{end} 


