Interview with Vladimir Sushkov

By Ants Soosõrv, 2005

How does it feel to be second already third time in a row?
Actually, I don’t feel so bad. Such stability indicates that I won second place not by sheer luck. There is also an optimistic trend – every time I feel myself closer to the best place. Two last second places are the witnesses of the failure in competing for the main prize, but there is much justice in it.

When will you be the first?
As soon as I can get the first place.

What happened in QT? You had big problems to get into AT.
That’s true. The trend with QTs is pessimistic –I pass it with more strain every time. My playing had been ‘broken’ and I fixed it only after third round of the final. I’m not a permanently practicing player and I feel a drastic need for ‘warming up’. I participated in a tournament in May, then in another one in June, but that proved to be not enough. Without regular playing I feel my strength weakening. 

What were your expectations before AT?
Before any tournament I expect that I play as good as I’m able to. Some weeks before the WC started, a Korean player (passion) on ORC (I play there anonymously) asked my prognosis for the competition. I answered: the winner would be Ando, or Sushkov, if he passes the QT. The hope, expressed by these words, proved to be unexpectedly adequate. 

Whom did you consider your biggest competitors? Were you scared also of Stefan and Andry, who beat you in QT?
Biggest competitors? What is this? I can’t understand… I’m not scared of certain persons. I may be scared only by inability to do my best in a game. Every time I lose I try to elucidate and fix what was wrong with me.
Did you try to be politically correct? =)You gave out points to all 4 nations in the tournament, but only to one player from each country.
Oh, unexpected question. It wouldn’t have been so bad, if I had indeed been politically correct. At such a state of affairs the greatest profit was made by Japan, which got half of all possible points from me!

How much did you prepare for WC?
The key point of my preparation program was participation in three tournaments: Russian Qualification (May), Moscow Open (June) and WC Qualification (July). I wish I had a more formidable preparation.

How much do you plan to be involved with renju in future?
I don’t plan such things. I deem I’ll be involved proportionally to my interest in it. 

What chances does in your opinion Estonian team have against Russia 1 at the moment?
Not as great as against Russia3 =)…. Actually, I don’t think much of TWC. This is a funny competition which gives a lot of pleasure and fresh sensations to all participants. No doubt, Estonian team is very strong now.

What were weak sides of organization in WC 2005?
The only negative side was a long distance between our hotel and the playing hall. There are many more positive sides in the organization.

Do you have any clear opinion what should be renju opening rules in the future?
No, I don’t. I have a clear feeling that opening rules should be changed as soon as possible (I’m telling not for the sake of the whole renju organization, but for my personal interest). What we played in Karepa – Taraguchi – is very interesting: many old variants were revived and totally fresh positions appeared on the boards. That was thrilling!

Gatchina is much bigger than Podyuga, but you are the only player there (at least well-known player). When will we get to know about other Gatchina players?
Two last summers I gave some renju lessons to intermediate school pupils within the framework of a summer camp at the school which I graduated from some time ago. There are many boys and girls excited by the game and competitions. That means there are many potential players. But I don’t feel I like being an active organizer. Besides, soon I may well go to Germany for a long period of time.

You are one of the players who is always trying to find new ideas and your games are usually very exciting. Which opening is your favorite at the moment?
Thank you for the compliments. I like 8i and 8d, but nowadays it is not reasonable to suggest them. At the last WC I preferred to open with 12d, which, however, does not imply it is my favorite.

Was it different playing against Julia in WC final?
Different? In what sense? I don’t remember when I last played with her. I’m always happy for her success.

What do you think why previous World Champion got only the 5th place this time?
Good news for Purk that he was a champion =) I guess you mean the 7th place. I remember the same accident happened to Kawamura. This time Tunnet’s playing did not look harmonious.

Would you like to play similar match with Ando like he had against Nakamura?
I’m not excited about the idea of challenges and matches because I’m a peaceful man. Sometimes we take part in the same tournaments, so I don’t see any sense for myself in challenging Ando. 

What important changes have been in your life lately? Will you stay in Russia now and in future?
There haven’t been any important changes lately. It’s quite probable that I’ll go to Germany soon for a few years, and I cannot guess what will happen after that.

What was your most exciting renjutrip? Why?
It was definitely a trip to Peking in 1999. I spent a splendid time there. There was enough time – 3 weeks – to get some feeling of the place. China (and the East in general) is something quite different from the Europe, which adds a lot to the interest. We enjoyed many local trips to numerous palaces, temples and other places worth visiting. I climbed the Great Wall twice – at the very beginning and the very end of the competitions, and there were totally different weather conditions and both times it was marvelous. Peking is a great city, some parts of which are traditional, some look very modern, skyscrapers etc… That was my first WC. 

Can you compare AT 2003 and AT 2005, which of them was stronger? 
I know many people would say that this one (2005) was stronger, but I don’t think so. At least I had a feeling of tenser ‘fighting spirit’ at 2003 WC. Seven players from the Swedish final participated also in Tallinn AT. It is doubtful that the new 5 players are on average stronger than those who did not take part in the 2005 final. Every championship has its own face.

