My games on "Budapest Open 2004":
By István Virág (2004-12-26)
Stefan Karlsson – István Virág(B)   1:0, 5A=I7

In my first game I got an experienced strong player, he was Stefan Karlsson from Sweden. Practically speaking, he was the probable winner of this competition. As I expected Stefan chose the D11 opening. I prepared about this opening, I chose black and I put less common 5th move here: it was 5. F8. Markedly this choice surprised him so he used much time on his clock in the opening phase. But even so, as you can see the first 20 moves were main theory line.
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Diagram 1.
	The move 21 was a surprise for him as I noticed, because of he thought very much after this move. The move 21. F13 is the only move in this position where white does not have direct win. The reply was also a surprise for me (22. D9), namely I had never seen this move before, but I know this opening. The most frequent continuation here: 22.D11 23.C11 24.D10 In my opinion the best answer from black here the move 23. D11.
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Diagram 2.
	Karlsson continued his attack till move 30th (I think this 27th was too safe, maybe 27. E6 is better), after I got the tempo. Here, Karlsson had only 1 min thinking time on his clock! Regrettably, I made a fatal mistake: I moved fast not to let him thinking on the complicated position, so I passed by his simple double three threat at H13. If first 33. H13, then black has very strong attacking area at the lower side and white’s position cannot be maintainable.
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Diagram 3.
	István Virág – Viktória Szilasi(B)   1:0, 5A=11

In my second game, I played with my kind friend, her name is Viktória Szilasi. Hard game was expected, since we were playing and analyzing together, so she knew well my „Renju repertoire”. I set up the D11 opening pattern, and as I expected she swapped colour in the hope of achieving half point with well-know „drawish” D11 opening line (11.I8 12.K7 13.G6). Hence, I reserved a little surprise for her: 10. J9!!! After this 10th move black has a VCT victory but not easy to find it. Vicky had found the best starter moves (11th and 13th), but 17th move was the losing move. The 24th move was very important: this move takes the tempo, and this is the only correct move here.
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Diagram 4.
	Attila Demján(B) – István Virág   0:1, 5A=I7

In third game, Attila Demján was my opponent. He is the current Hungarian Gomoku Champion, a very talented player. I knew, that he do not know the Renju theory sufficiently, so I decided that whatever opening pattern would be chosen by him, I let him as black and I manage the game to the tricky domain of the Renju theory. He opened the D11. Hurrah! He had got same variant than Viktória Szilasi :-). The move 11. H11 is good in the Gomoku, but in the Renju not really…, since the position has several double three traps.
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Diagram 5.
	István Virág(B) - Ales Rybka   1:0, 5a=15
In the last round, my opponent was Ales Rybka from Czech Republic. I suspected, that most of players thought that I would start with the D3 opening pattern. I felt that they had preparation in the D3 opening, so I started with the D11 again. I observed that Ales saw my previous two games, I guess it was the reason why he did not chose black stones, because of he would have met same problem than V. Szilasi and A. Demján. So he took white stones, but he also got the infrequent 5th move: F8 (Interesting question: How to choose between two „bad” things?). Ales forgot the correct move ordering in this opening: 10th move is a mistake. After this, black has a very nice VCT win, what I had known before already. In 1999, there was a similar game between Tarannikov and Smirnov. Moves 13th and 15th are very nice and strong moves.


	
	


