World Championship A-Tournament (final)


By Ants Soosõrv

Vladimir Sushkov versus Yuri Tarannikov
Representatives of four countries had made it this time to the world’s most important renju tournament. Although there were “only” five Russians, the main referee Björn Wallgren had a lot of trouble figuring out the fairest system of drawing lots. An important thing to consider is that players from one country should not meet each other in the last two rounds and at the same time the colours in the games should be fairly equal between countries. Björn did very well with this task. 

The time control on the tournament was innovative. In addition to 135 minutes of basal time each player got 30 additional seconds for each move he/she had made. New Chinese electronic clocks were used, acquired with the help of our Suzhou friend Coco Yuang. The new rule concerning the time control was that each move had to be written down, even if the player had less than five minutes of thinking time left. We pondered on that rule for a very long time, but it seemed to be the fairest solution. The task of the referee was of course to guarantee order in the playing hall, but also check on the writing down of the moves. Now there was less fuss with the clocks, because bayomi was not used and the clock fixated the loss with time. The only problem was that in case both players arrived late for the round, fixing the clocks was quite a troublesome task and unfortunately this occurred often – some players did not comply with our appeal to be on time.
The tournament hall was spacious, the biggest minus was the lack of air conditioning, but fortunately the weather was not too hot during the tournament. When predicting the results of the final, I did somewhat better than with the results of the qualification. I suggested two Russians and one Estonian to be in the top three, and four Russians and three Estonians in the top seven, Savrasova having the 8th place. I was not really sure about the winner. Ando wasted lots of energy on organizing the championship and he practically did not have a separate preparation for the tournament, also he was tired. It seemed to me that Sushkov, getting on the “train” on the last moment, could easily win. Of course I could not underestimate the chances of Chingin, Taimla and Artemyev, who has shown powerful results lately. In case of some luck, all others could have made it to the top three. 
The first round brought together some interesting pairs (if there can even be uninteresting pairs on the world championship ?), like Sushkov – Tarannikov and Karlsson – Artemyev, all presumably fighting for medals. Sushkov could not accomplish much in the first round. Yuri Tarannikov, who had finished qualification tournament with a powerful spurt, defeated him in D5 with black. Stefan, already fifth time in the finals from the qualification tournament (!) was not able to continue his success and lost to Sergey Artemyev. In the game of two supposedly equal players, but not pretenders for the medal, Okabe played a weak game and lost. In other games where one player was a sure favourite, there were no surprises. Meritee defeated Andersson, Taimla beat Hermansson and Chingin won Savrasova. Chingin said that Savrasova played a much weaker game than usually on Russian tournaments. 
The second round was perhaps the most interesting on the world championship considering the games. A surprise was Sushkov’s second consecutive loss (even third with the last round in QT), when he did not notice the opponent’s threat in five moves (!). Volodya seemed to be pretty upset. At the same time other favourites took points firmly. Ando easily beat Andry Purk. Andry was surely tempted to play the “long variant” in D11 with black, that basically smothers white’s hopes to win and which was used repeatedly on the tournament later on. But Andry was probably afraid of being mocked by other Estonians later and perhaps hoped to find some better continuation for black in another variant. But the fear of Ando did its job and Andry lost without a significant battle. Chingin had no doubts playing I3 against Okabe. As it became clear, the choice was correct, Okabe played a very unfortunate game and lost quickly. The same beginning was used in the games Savrasova – Artemyev and Taimla – Karlsson. D11 was played in both of them and „bundle” on the 12th move. After the 18th move the two games proceeded differently. The interesting thing was, that Tunnet played in a savrasova-like style and started to ramble on the board when Yulia at the same time played more like Tunnet – carefully. Artemyev thought, that Tunnet’s plan was better, but in any case whites lost in both of the games after rather interesting games. 
Tarannikov gained the upper hand in the middle of his game with Hermansson. It seemed to me that he will raise to be the leader of the tournament with full lead, but that did not happen. Hermansson got his first 0,5 points to the tournament table. In the third round Taimla quickly won Savrasova, because Yulia did not know the latest D3 theory. Konstantin Chingin surprised me in a bad way, trying to make a draw with Ando from the very beginning. He played the long variant of D11 and did not offer any new ideas there. But he got his desired draw. Sushkov played in an adventuristic way against Purk. Lucky for him Andry did not know how to win in a variant in D12, but Volodya did not choose the most reasonable way to defend, so Andry had several possibilities to win the game. However he lacked the skill to do that and therefore Sushkov got his first point. For some strange reason Tarannikov played the long variant of D11 against Andersson, the game naturally resulting in a draw. The third draw in this round was between Artemyev and Okabe, after fighting in D3. In the duel of two Swedes Stefan was successful against Hannes. 
After three rounds the standings were:
1. Taimla 3
2.-3.Chingin and Meritee 2,5
4. Tarannikov 2
5.-6. Artemyev and Andersson 1,5
7.-10. Sushkov, Savrasova, Purk and Karlsson 1
11.-12. Okabe and Hermansson 0,5
In the fourth round the tournament table continued to even up. Taimla did not play in the best way in the opening against Okabe and although Okabe was not able to realize his attack into a winning point, Tunnet did not get more than a draw. Artemyev used Chingin’s experience from the game against Meritee and also played the long variant in D11 with Ando. Meritee tried hard, but the game still resulted in a draw. The game between Tarannikov-Purk ended in the same way. This time Chingin did not start playing the long variant in D11 against Sushkov. His creativity was punished and Sushkov noticeably improved his position in the tournament table. Stefan and Yulia had a fierce duel. Yulia played a development in D11 that she and other players from Podyuga often use. Stefan defended the position, but was still under pressure and finally made a mistake. Hermansson tripled his score by defeating Andersson in D3. Now the tournament table was very dense, even the players on the last places with 1 point still had chances to win a medal. 
The next, the third playing day was significant for Tunnet. He had to pass through games with Meritee and Sushkov, a sequence that troubled a lot of the players. In both games it became obvious that Tunnet was poorly prepared for the tournament. In D11 with black he did not find a good plan and quickly lost an important game. Chingin had to accept his second loss in a row. Trying to stop Tarannikov from playing the long variant in D11, Kostya chose black stones, but a lot of mistakes made brought him zero points. Tarannikov’s position in the tournament table after five rounds seemed to affirm the benefit of his careful playing style – 2 wins and 3 draws had him sharing the second place. Sushkov and Andersson did not hesitate to play I8 against Artemyev and Purk respectively. Sushkov showed that he still had some tricks in the bag for playing with white stones, at least enough for Artemyev, so he gained his third point. Andersson at the same time did not play so well with white and Purk was able to set up some traps for him that brought the win to Andry. Savrasova rose rather high on the tournament table. She got her third win from her game with Hermansson. Hannes let himself get trapped in I11. Two players sharing the last place on the tournament table – Stefan and Hiroshi became the last but one by settling their game in a draw and reaching Hannes and Tord in the tournament table. 
The sixth round again brought a quick loss to Tunnet. I feel guilty here too, because I had told him that there is not a win for black in that variant of D8. I did not recommend to play that variant, but still ... Sushkov got his fourth consecutive victory and became the leader! At the moment, when in the third round Sushkov had zero points and having a losing position on the board in his game with Andry, nobody would have dared to predict his leadership after six rounds! Of course the failure of competitors played its part in this. Ando attacked well in D11 against Stefan and was able to get a winning position. But that took a lot of time and when searching for the decisive move the time started to decrease again. In the end he made his move on the last second and the move itself was very weak. This meant that not only could Stefan avoid losing, but also he came out the game as a winner. Tarannikov too had to accept his first loss in the tournament It was astonishing that when Artemyev placed I8 on the board (inspired by the game with Sushkov?), Yura found nothing better than to escape to D11 and the safe old long variant. But Artemyev did not play a four on the 18th move, which means there is a win for black, as the experts assure (I myself do not know the position thoroughly). But Tarannikov made a mistake in realizing his win by making the wrong 41st move in Andry’s words. Therefore Yuri did not manage to become the leader, because Sergey was able to defend and even win later on. Purk beat Hermansson in a fierce battle quite quickly. Chingin again played i3 against Andersson and collected his point swiftly. Tord tried a positional 5th move that obviously gives also Black a big overweight. But he continued to fail in presenting serious threat to the opponent and finally let Kostya finish the game with a contra-attack in his favour. 
Savrasova’s game against Okabe was to show if Yulia was really up to fighting for a medal and also if Hiroshi has any chance to find himself among the first seven. Yulia played i5 which she uses quite often (especially with the 11th and 13th move). But the long battle ended in Okabe’s favour who achieved to improve his position in the tournament standings.
Standings after six rounds:
1.-2. Vladimir Sushkov and Ando Meritee 4
3.- 6. Konstantin Chingin, Yuri Tarannikov, Andry Purk and Tunnet Taimla 3,5
7.-8. Yulia Savrasova and Sergey Artemyev 3
9.-10. Hiroshi Okabe and Stefan Karlsson 2,5
11.-12. Hannes Hermansson and Tord Andersson 1,5
After the sixth round the standings were exceptionally intense, it hadn’t been that fierce before. Even at the chess FIDE 2005 World Championship the leader had 5,5 points after the 6th round (which is actually more of an exception considering the professional and equal level of chess-players). As there was only a 1,5 point difference between the first and the tenth in the tournament table, at least ten players had a possibility to become the world champion (actually even the 11th and 12th places had theoretical chance of that)!
In the next rounds the difference in points started to increase and leaders managed to escape from the rest. In the seventh round the then leader Sushkov met Karlsson, who had beat him bad in the end of QT. It was now Volodya’s turn to shine: he played D5 and quickly got upper hand with White which led him to victory.
The game of Savrasova and Meritee was about principles among other things as Ando had promised before the tournament that Yulia will not win him=). Yulia played the same variant that she used against Stefan in the WC (also against Ester Eggert in the Junior WC in 2004 where Ester had possibility to win with White with four moves), but unlike the situation with Stefan this game turned very tense. I was sitting in the staff room when someone came to tell me that „Ando seems about to lose, he sits there with a red face and just shakes his head”. But it turned out that Ando still had defence and as Yulia attacked with all she had, there was no chance for her to retire calmly to a defence position. And thus Ando was able to prove his superiority after a bit of a thrill. In the game of Purk and Chingin, Andry again played D11 which he carried out tactically weak and inflexible. He ended up in a position that was clearly better for White. He did realize that the opponent is aware of his position but he couldn’t think of anything else and just had to accept the loss. 
Taimla had nothing else to do than also take Black in D11 against Tarannikov in order not to let the opponent turn the game into mindless draughts heading for draw. Tunnet played the same variant as Andry but he had real hope that Yura would play the position in the same way as with Chingin. Which he did and which was a mistake. Tunnet didn’t repeat Chingin’s mistakes and it was Tarannikov that made a blunder and Tunnet once again got to feel the sweet taste of victory after two losses. Artemyev finally demonstrated some creativity in the tournament and led his game against Andersson to victory (in D11 of course). Also Okabe tried D11 (as there were no other openings, especially against Hannes?) to overplay Hermansson, but no success there and the game was drawn. 
In the eighth round Sushkov demonstrated that he has no „Savrasov complex” that many other Russian players seem to suffer from which makes them come up with all kinds of crazy innovations as soon as they meet the girl in a game. Volodya overplayed Yulia simply and calmly in D3. 
Okabe didn’t play D11 against Meritee and such a brave decision is definitely worth of praise, even though Hiroshi was „awarded” with zero points for that. In past times Kawamura and Meritee used to argue which player has better position in this D3. In the game against Okabe it was Ando who had the chance to prove the correctness of his theory, playing the game in his own way and getting a clear win. 
Also Chingin played firmly and tactically correct in a game against Hermansson, taking Black in D11. With this victory he was still lagged behind Volodya and Ando. Of the leaders it was Tunnet’s playing that was to my mind almost depressingly bad. Again we could witness D11 as an opening which gets Black into a difficult situation. At least it seemed to me that Tunnet could have played passively with the 31st move and thus encourage the opponent to act. But Tunnet somehow saw a winning position and he started to attack. And as the attack failed there was nothing to be done because the opponent had got a too good of a position... 
Karlsson tried to irritate Tarannikov in D11 to avoid a boring game ending in a draw. Unfortunately he succeeded...Yura got a point. 
Artemyev and Purk were just right for each other. Sergey played a long variant in D11 and soon the game was ended in a draw after which both of the guys left the table with happy faces. After all, another game had come to a happy finish, even though it was a pointless game and played more like draughts than renju. 
The ninth round was difficult for leaders. Meritee had to sweat a lot before he won the last man in the table: Hannes Hermansson. Ando also didn’t come up with anything more original than D11 but was still finally able to overplay the opponent. 
Sushkov opened with D5 against Okabe and the latter filled the table with such grace that Sushkov finally almost gave away the half point. As it appeared later Sushkov’s giving in too easy was actually crucial in deciding the world champion. Chingin didn’t risk i3 against Artemyev anymore; instead he came up with Sushkov’s trump – D5. After a long game it brought him success. Purk hadn’t tried D11 eleven for example with Chingin and Meritee as he was afraid of the heavy critique that would follow, but he played it finally against Taimla. This draw made Tunnet’s chances for a medal quite vague to say the least. Also Tarannikov and Savrasova drew their game. Yura not opening with D11 wasn’t obviously a surprise but it was indeed surprising that he didn’t play a long variant! However he was not eager to take risks and finally drew firmly. Ando observed Andersson’s game against Karlsson with great interest. In case of getting equal points with Sushkov it would have come down to the coefficient to decide the champion and hence Ando obviously took Tord’s side in this game (as he had won Tord, but got a loss from Karlsson). Tord made a wise choice of variant and got a solid position in D11. But to Ando’s great despair, Tord suddenly stopped thinking and left a couple-of-move win on the table. 
Standings after the ninth round were as follows:
1. Ando Meritee 7
2.-3. Vladimir Sushkov and Konstantin Chingin 6,5
4-5. Yuri Tarannikov and Tunnet Taimla 5
6.-7. Sergey Artemyev and Andry Purk 4,5
8.-10. Hiroshi Okabe, Yulia Savrasova and Stefan Karlsson 3,5
11. Tord Andersson 2,5
12. Hannes Hermansson 2
The first place had three possible claimants. The position among the first three however was still possible also for Yura and Tunnet. Yuri’s trump was his good coefficient and the fact that the game against one of his rivals was yet to come. 
The tenth round saw the long waited duel between Meritee and Sushkov. Sushkov has always been a tough opponent for Ando also in their mutual games and unlike many other strong players he is not too awestruck by Ando. This time was no exception. Of course Ando wanted to win bad because he didn’t want the deciding of the champion to be left for the last morning when he had a game planned with Tarannikov, the master of draws. But still the game ended with quite an uninteresting draw after a very interesting battle. Also Taimla and Chingin drew their game. True, Kostya made a great blunder at some point and Tunnet actually had a very easy win on the table but he unfortunately missed it. Another draw was played by Yuri Tarannikov, this time it was against Okabe. In his play against Karlsson, Purk did miss a simple win a couple of times but the position was so strong that he was still able to get his sweet revanche for the painful loss at QT. Artemyev got a very quick and simple victory in D11 with White against Hermansson. The last to play were Savrasova and Andersson who had a fierce battle. Having attacked in i15 as strongly as usual but wasn’t successful and in the end had to be thankful that the opponent’s thoughts were all used up and the game ended in a draw. 
Before the last round the situation was still very tense. The Russians had their hopes on Yuri Tarannikov who was to have an opening against Ando Meritee. It was joked that if Yuri doesn’t at least draw the game, he would not be allowed back to the Russian side of the border. After all, he had beat two Russain favourites Sushkov and Chingin and of course Russians hoped he would give his best also in the game against Ando. Sushkov seemed to have a far less difficult opponent – Hannes Hermansson. Chingin had to fight against Stefan Karlsson who still had a chance to deliver one place for Sweden for the next WC and thus it was definitely going to be a tense fight. 
Ando prepared for the game carefully and missed a lot of sleeping hours as usual. His goal was to surprise the opponent. As it appeared Yura was not prepared for the game at all, I cannot say if it were nerves that failed him or what...Anyhow, he made a mistake as soon as the game left the theory and he made a move almost totally irrationally and not studying the position. Ando only had to look at the table once, check the five move win and the title of world champion was once again his! It is already the fourth next to two silver medals and one bronze medal.
Sushkov played a very surprisingly awful halyaava against Hermansson, but Hannes wasn’t able to punish him yet. Hannes did play everything right in the start but made a mistake trying to execute his win and then lost quickly due to running out of time. 
Chingin at first observed Ando’s game before started actually playing. Having seen Ando win, Kostya mentioned that Russia gets a team title of the world champion now (it was a joke saying that Estonians can have a team title only if they „give” the individual to Russia=)). In a game against Stefan, Kostya opened with i4 and a game of no stress was won by Kostya quickly.
The fourth place was decided by a game between Artemyev and Taimla. Tunnet made a blunder and let the opponent win with two move fool. It’s inevitable to have such games at the WC as fatigue and stress take their toll. Purk and Savrasova had a great battle. Andry changed opening repertoire, playing D3 and defeating the opponent in a fierce Yulia-like manner. I actually didn’t even see where exactly Yulia made a mistake. The game between Okabe and Andersson was to decide whether a place beside Estonians and Russians in the next WC belongs to Sweden or Japan. Also Tord played i4 but the 4th move was different from that of Chingin’s. Okabe was not successful in his game for a while but then Tord just gave in. He probably saw something that wasn’t actually there and in despair just gave in without checking... 
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Stefan Karlsson versus Sergey Artemyev
Final standings of the World Championship:
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