World Championship Blitz Tournament

By Ants Soosõrv, 2005

Following the example of WC in Kyoto 2001 and Vadstena two years ago we also decided to organize a blitz tournament. I wish to remind you here that in Kyoto the players of AT couldn’t take part in it as they had to be at another tournament. The situation was wisely taken advantage of by Johann Lents who became the winner. At the previous WC the blitz tournament took part before the AT. Players weren’t too excited about the tournament though and many Russian stars and other players decided not to play. Ando Meritee won the tournament and next world champion Tunnet got to the B-finals where he won the fist place after two losses in the beginning and quite a struggle. On the whole he got the ninth place. 

This time the AT players again had a possibility to take part in the blitz tournament, at least it was possible for those that didn’t represent their country at GA that took place at the same time. Three players acted upon the possibility and also got the three top places and thus showed they weren’t in the finale by chance?. Then again Tunnet, Yulia and Andry are all very experienced players and quick blitz stars and have been performing well at many blitz tournaments.

Nine rounds were played in the Swiss System. Tunnet and Yulia didn’t have the best start: Yulia was defeated by Cheng and Tunnet drew his games in the third and the fourth round against Ishitani and Ilu respectively. After five rounds Purk with 5 points and Ilu with 4,5 points were the leaders, followed by Savrasova, Kozhin and Taimla with 4 points. In the following three rounds however Tunnet defeated all his imminent opponents: Misha, Andry, and Yulia and thus proved his superiority. Lents mentioned that he messed up the triple victory for Estonians as he had in fact a winning position against Yulia but he unfortunately didn’t execute it. 

By the way, the blitz tournament was the only tournament that Latvians took part in and Arnis Veidemanis hadn’t played at any tournament already 4 and a half years. His comeback was quite impressive as he defeated Aivo Oll in the last round and was in the end ahead of the women’s world champion to be.

But enough of blabber already. The results of the tournament were the following:


