World Championship Gomoku Tournament

By Ants Soosõrv, 2005

Gomoku tournament wasn’t initially in the World Championship program. It was added on the request of Alexandr Saranchin and to my mind it was definitely a good call. As we know gomoku WCs and also open tournaments were held in 1989 and 1991. The world champions then were Chernov and Tarannikov. At 1993 renju WC only a quick gomoku tournament was held and since then was not organized at all. That is until this year. The tournament had once again a short time-control (10 seconds per a player per a set), but this time the rules were new. In accordance with the present-day trends the games were played with changing of the colours – the first player puts the first three stones (2 Black and 1 White) on the board where ever he pleases. The other player then chooses the colour he wants to play with. In case of thoroughly planned openings the first player obviously has clear advantage over the opponent. Especially considering the short time limit. But at this tournament no one apparently had any idea of planned openings and thus it wasn’t a problem. 
Though during the gomoku tournament AT was still continuing and also best players of BT2 couldn’t take part of the tournament there were still enough good players as it was. The victory of Maxim Karasyov was even more convincing than it seems in the final standings as he won all of his first eight games. Only in the last round in a completely stress less game for him he was defeated by Aivo Oll who at the same time was fighting for a place among the top three. I was happy about the very good and high-spirited performance of the Taiwanese – in addition to Cheng who had performed well at previous tournaments and who came second this time, there was also Weng Cheng who achieved to get the fifth place. Kozhin and Lents tried to make up for their failure at QT trying to get a place among the top three at BT and gomoku tournament but again unsuccessfully. Ester Eggert who decided not to play at the women’s WC had an outstanding performance. Other females at the tournament didn’t get gentlemen-like treatment and they were left with only four last places and the 20th place. 
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Renju and gomokustars - BT winner Makoto Yamaguchi and GT winner Maxim Karasyov 

